Moore—-A “Crisp, Clear Approach” 


Congratulations on the publication of T. M. Moore’s outstanding 
paper “Model for a Christian Approach to Scientific Endeavor” 
(June 1986, pp. 103-109). Moore’s crisp, clear approach to the 
relationships between the theological sciences, natural sciences, and 
human sciences provides a rational framework for future discussions 
of this general area. His simple circle drawings are, in my opinion, 
particularly insightful. More generally, Moore’s paper is a welcome 
relief from the muddle-mindedness and iack of respect for the 
authority of Scripture that usually accompanies such polemics on 
the science/Christianity interface. 


Henry F. Schaefer III 
Professor of Chemistry 
University of California, Berkeley 


Value of Limitations in Science 


In “Impact of the Rediscovery of Genetics on the Concept of 
Variation in Darwinian Theory” in the December 1985 JASA, 
Lothers discusses some of the difficulties which Mendelian genetics 
caused for the Darwinian approach to evolution in the early part of 
this century. He suggests that the earlier lack of awareness of these 
problems may have made easier the acceptance of Darwin’s theory in 
the nineteenth century. 


There is an historical parallel which may help to illuminate the 
significance of that possibility. Kepler’s discovery of his three laws of 
planetary motion was an important step toward the development of a 
law of gravitation. Fortunately, the observations which Kepler had 
were sufficiently precise to enable him to formulate these laws. But 
they were not precise enough to show the “inequalities”—the 
deviations from strict Keplerian motion—which were later shown to 
be due to the mutual gravitational perturbations among the planets. 
It is fortunate that their precision was so limited. If Kepler had had 
to take into account the inequalities, it would have been practically 
impossible for him to arrive at any simple rules for the orbits, and the 
development of Newton’s law of gravitation would have been much 
more difficult. Sometimes it is better not to know too much at the 
start, lest the task of constructing an adequate theory to describe the 
phenomena seem too formidable. 


George L. Murphy 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
158 North Avenue 
Tallmadge, OH 44278 
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